
Has Ireland always been Britain’s enemy? 
 

The relationship between the Irish and the British dates back centuries and has 
often been marked by conflict and tension. However, it would be inaccurate to 
say that the Irish and the British have always been enemies. Indeed, although 
some periods have been more tumultuous than others, the relationship 
between these two peoples has often been characterized by cooperation and 
exchange. 

 

The roots of the rivalry between the Irish and the British date back to the 
Middle Ages, when the English began to establish themselves in Ireland from 
the 12th century onwards. For centuries, Ireland was considered a British 
colony and was subjected to a regime of domination that resulted in much 
suffering and injustice for the Irish people. 

 

The situation culminated with the Great Famine of 1845-1852, which saw the 
Irish population decimated by famine and disease, while the British continued 
to export food products from Ireland to England. This period marked the 
beginning of an era of Irish national resistance, which led to the emergence of a 
national liberation movement. 

 

In the following decades, Ireland struggled for its independence and 

finally obtained autonomy 

in 1921, with the signing of 

the Anglo-Irish Treaty. 

However, the partition of 

Ireland into two distinct states, 

Northern Ireland and the Irish Free 
State, created new divisions and tensions that still exist today. 

 



During the 1960s and 1970s, the 
situation in Northern Ireland 
deteriorated significantly, with an 
increase in violence and terrorist 
attacks carried out by nationalist 
and unionist groups. The conflict, 
known as the "Troubles," lasted 
nearly 30 years and resulted in 
thousands of victims. 

 

However, despite these difficult moments, it is important to note that the Irish 
and the British have also maintained positive relationships throughout the 
centuries. Trade, cultural, and educational exchanges have always been 
present between the two countries, with thousands of Britons and Irish 
studying or working on the other side of the Irish Sea. 

 

In addition, Ireland has made significant contributions to British culture and 
literature, with writers such as Samuel Beckett, James Joyce, and W.B. Yeats 
having a major impact on the English literary scene.  

 

In conclusion, although the relationship between the Irish and the British has 
often been complex and marked by conflict, it is important not to limit oneself 
to a simplistic view of history. Despite cultural and political differences, the two 
peoples have also shared moments of cooperation and mutual understanding, 
which have helped to strengthen their relationship over time. 
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